Typotheque type specimen & OpenType feature specification. Please read
before using the fonts.

Diurnal
Diurnal Display

OpenType font family supporting Latin based languages with their
own small caps, with extensive typographic features.
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OpenType features in Diurnal
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What is OpenType?
OpenType is a cross-platform font format developed by Adobe and Microsoft. It
has a potential to provide advanced typographic features such as multilingual
character sets, ligatures, small capitals, various numeral styles, and contextual
substitutions.
OpenType, as the new industry standard, supports Unicode, which
enables the fonts to contain a large number of characters. While PostScript
fonts are a technically limited to a maximum of only 256 characters, OpenType
fonts can have more than 65,000 glyphs. This means that a user does not need
to have separate fonts for Western, Central European, Baltic, Cyrillic or Greek
languages, but could have one single file which supports all these encodings.
OpenType fonts work in all applications, however only some
applications take advantage of the advanced OpenType features. Other
applications will only use the first 256 characters.
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character set

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
([0123456789])
ÁÀÂÄÃÅĂĀĄÇĆČĈĊĎĐÉÈÊËĔĚĖĒẼĘĞĜĢĠĦĤÍIÌÎÏĬĪĮĨĴJĶĹĻĿŁÑŃŇŅ
ṆNŊ
ÓÒÔÖÕŎŐŌØǾPŔŘŖŚŞŠŜṢȘŦŤȚÚÙÛÜŬŰŪŲŮŨǓẂŴẄẀŸŶȲỲ
ÝŹŽŻZÞƏÐÆǼǢŒ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz ([0123456789])
áàâäãåăāąçćčĉċďđéèêëĕěėēẽęğĝģġħĥíıìîïĭīįĩĵjķĺļŀłñńňņṇnŋ
óòôöõŏőōøǿpŕřŗśşšŝṣșŧťțúùûüŭűūųůũǔẃŵẅẁÿŷȳỳýźžżzþəðæǽǣœ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
áàâäãåăāąçćčĉċďđéèêëĕěėēẽęğĝģġħĥíıìîïĭīįĩĵjķĺļŀłñńňņṇnŋ
óòôöõŏőōøǿpŕřŗśşšŝṣșŧťțúùûüŭűūųůũǔẃŵẅẁÿŷȳỳýźžżzþəðæ
ǽǣœ
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Diurnal

Light Regular Medium Bold Black
Italic Italic Italic Italic Italic

Diurnal Display
Light Regular Medium Bold Black
Italic Italic Italic Italic Italic

for combining with
Nocturno & Nocturno Display
(or using on its own)

About the typeface
Diurnal, is a Sans serif companion to Nocturno typeface, providing
superb legibility at all sizes. Diurnal belongs to that group of
rare humanist sans serifs designed for long, continuous reading,
following the lead of Hans Eduard Meier’s Syntax (1969), or more
recently Evert Bloemsma’s Legato (2004). Diurnal’s generous
x-height and unapologetically calligraphic rhythm emphasise the
sense of horizontality, leading readers’ eyes along for an immersive
experience.
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About the designer
Nikola Djurek was born in Croatia, studied in Croatia, Italy and
finally in The Netherlands at postgraduate master course Type and
Media at Royal Academy of Art in The Hague, he earned his PhD
degree in the graphic and type-design field. Nikola is a partner at
Typotheque, and teaches at Art Academy - DVK, University of Split
and University of Zagreb, Faculty of Design.
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Diurnal Bold

Diurnal, is a Sans serif companion to
Nocturno typeface, providing superb
legibility at all sizes. Diurnal belongs to
that group of rare humanist sans serifs
designed for long, continuous reading,
following the lead of Hans Eduard Meier’s Syntax (1969), or more recently Evert
Bloemsma’s Legato (2004). Diurnal’s generous x-height and unapologetically calligraphic rhythm emphasise the sense
of horizontality, leading readers’ eyes
along for an immersive experience.
Diurnal Regular
A diurnal cycle is any pattern that recurs every 24 hours
as a result of one full rotation of the Earthwith respect to
the Sun. In climatology, the diurnal cycle is one of the most
basic forms of climate patterns. The most familiar such pattern is the diurnal temperature variation. Such a cycle may
be approximately sinusoidal, or include components of a
truncated sinusoid (due to the sun’s rising and setting) and
thermal relaxation (Newton cooling) at night. Diurnal cycles
of environmental conditions (light or temperature) can
result in similar cycles in dependent biological processes,
such as photosynthesis in plants,[2] or clinical depression
in humans. Plant responses to environmental cycles may
even induce indirect cycles in rhizosphere microbial activities, including nitrogen fixation. A semi-diurnal cycle refers
to a pattern that occurs about every twelve hours or about
twice a day. Often these can be related to lunar tides, in
which case the interval is closer to 12 hours and 25 minutes. Nocturnality is an animal behavior characterized by
activity during the night and sleeping during the day. The
common adjective is “nocturnal”, versus diurnal meaning
the opposite. Nocturnal creatures generally have highly
developed senses of hearing, smell, and specially adapted
eyesight. Such traits can help animals such as the Helicoverpa zea moths avoid predators.[1] Some animals, such as
cats and ferrets, have eyes that can adapt to both lowlevel
and bright day levels of illumination (see metaturnal). Oth-
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ers, such as bushbabies and (some) bats, can function only
at night. Many nocturnal creatures including tarsiers and
some owls have large eyes in comparison to their body size
to compensate for the lower light levels at night. More
specifically, they have been found to have a larger cornea
relative to their eye size than diurnal creatures to increase
their visual sensitivity in the low-light conditions.[2] Nocturnality helps wasps, such as Apoica flavissima, avoid hunting in intense sunlight. Diurnal animals, including squirrels
and songbirds, are active during the daytime. Crepuscular
species, such as rabbits, skunks, cats, tigers, and hyenas,
are often erroneously referred to as nocturnal. Cathemeral
species, such as fossas and lions, are active both in the day
and at night. While most humans are diurnal, for various
personal and social/cultural reasons some people are temporarily or habitually nocturnal. The most known creatures
to be nocturnal include cats, rodents, and owls, which all
have heightened senses (including their sense of sight).
While it is difficult to say which came first, nocturnality or
diurnality, there is a leading hypothesis out in the evolutionary biology community. Known as the “bottleneck theory”,
it postulates that millions of years ago in the Mesozoic era,
many ancestors of modern-day mammals evolved nocturnal
characteristics in order to avoid contact with the numerous
diurnal predators. A recent study attempts to answer the
question as to why so many modern day mammals retain

Diurnal Display Black

A diurnal cycle is any pattern
that recurs every 24 hours
as a result of one full
rotation of the Earthwith
respect to the Sun
Diurnal Display Regular

While it is difficult to say which came first, nocturnality or diurnality, there is a leading hypothesis that
many ancestors of modern-day mammals evolved
nocturnal characteristics in order to avoid contact
with the numerous diurnal predators.
Diurnal Medium
In climatology, the diurnal cycle is one of
the most basic forms of climate patterns.
The most familiar such pattern is the diurnal temperature variation. Such a cycle may
be approximately sinusoidal, or include
components of a truncated sinusoid (due
to the sun’s rising and setting) and thermal relaxation (Newton cooling) at night.
Diurnal cycles of environmental conditions
(light or temperature) can result in similar
cycles in dependent biological processes,
such as photosynthesis in plants, or clinical depression in humans. Plant responses
to environmental cycles may even induce
indirect cycles in rhizosphere microbial activities, including nitrogen fixation. A semidiurnal cycle refers to a pattern that occurs
about every twelve hours or about twice
a day. Often these can be related to lunar
tides, in which case the interval is closer to
12 hours and 25 minutes. Nocturnality is an
animal behavior characterized by activity
during the night and sleeping during the
day. The common adjective is “nocturnal”,
versus diurnal meaning the opposite.
Nocturnal creatures generally have highly
developed senses of hearing, smell, and
specially adapted eyesight. Such traits
can help animals such as the Helicoverpa

© 2017, Typotheque.com. For information purposes only.

zea moths avoid predators. Some animals,
such as cats and ferrets, have eyes that can
adapt to both lowlevel and bright day levels of illumination (see metaturnal). Others, such as bushbabies and (some) bats,
can function only at night. Many nocturnal
creatures including tarsiers and some owls
have large eyes in comparison to their body
size to compensate for the lower light levels at night. More specifically, they have
been found to have a larger cornea relative
to their eye size than diurnal creatures to
increase their visual sensitivity in the lowlight conditions. Nocturnality helps wasps,
such as Apoica flavissima, avoid hunting in
intense sunlight. Diurnal animals, including
squirrels and songbirds, are active during
the daytime. Crepuscular species, such as
rabbits, skunks, cats, tigers, and hyenas,
are often erroneously referred to as nocturnal. Cathemeral species, such as fossas
and lions, are active both in the day and at
night. While most humans are diurnal, for
various personal and social/cultural reasons some people are temporarily or habitually nocturnal. The most known creatures
to be nocturnal include cats, rodents, and
owls, which all have heightened senses (including their sense of sight). While it is dif-

ficult to say which came first, nocturnality
or diurnality, there is a leading hypothesis
out in the evolutionary biology community. Known as the “bottleneck theory”, it
postulates that millions of years ago in the
Mesozoic era, many ancestors of modernday mammals evolved nocturnal characteristics in order to avoid contact with the
numerous diurnal predators. A recent study
attempts to answer the question as to why
so many modern day mammals retain these
nocturnal characteristics even though they
are not active at night. The leading answer
is that the high visual acuity that comes
with diurnal characteristics isn’t needed
anymore due to the evolution of compensatory sensory systems, such as a heightened sense of smell and more astute auditory systems. The anomaly to this theory
were anthropoids, who appeared to have
the most divergence from nocturnality
than all organisms examined. While most
mammals didn’t exhibit the morphological characteristics expected of a nocturnal
creature, reptiles and birds fit in perfectly.
A larger cornea and pupil correlated well
with whether these two classes of organisms were nocturnal or not. ☐

Overview of supported OpenType layout features
t

Case Sensitive forms (CASE)
When function ‘change to caps’ is applied from within an application
(not when text is typed in caps) appropriate case-sensitive forms are
automatically applied. Regular brackets, parenthesis, dashes and hyphens
are replaced with their capital forms, as well as alternative set of numerals
and currency symbols matching the height of capitals.
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Small Capitals & All Small Caps (SMCP & C2SC)
In Adobe applications there are two methods of applying small capitals. The
first one, Small Caps (⇧⌘H) fig. 1 replaces only lower case letters with small
caps. The second method, All Small Caps, fig. 2 replaces also capital letters
with small capitals, and replaces regular quotation marks, exclamation
points and question marks, slashes and asterisk with lowered small caps
variations.

012345 ▶ 012345

v

Slashed Zero (ZERO)
Because in some circumstances ‘0’, can be mistaken for an ‘O’, alternative
forms of ‘slashed zero’ are available for all styles of figures

21/2 31/10 ▶ 21/2 31/10

h

Arbitrary Fractions (FRAC)
Typotheque OpenType fonts already include a number of pre-designed
fractions. Other arbitrary fractions are easily made by using the fraction
feature.
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Tabular Lining Figures (TNUM+LNUM)
Tabular Oldstyle Figures (TNUM+ONUM)
Proportional Oldstyle Figures (PNUM_ONUM)
Proportional Lining Figures (PNUM+LNUM)
Changes figures to any selected style: Lining figures which fit better with allcapital text, old-style figures, for use in a flow of lowercase and upper case
text, or tabular (fixed width) versions.

I

Discretionary Ligatures (DLIG)
The discretionary ligature feature creates real arrows when you type the
combination -> (right arrow), <- (left arrow), -^ (up arrow) or ^- (down arrow).
Type numbers between parenthesis or brackets for circled numerals.
Discretionary ligatures are off by default in Adobe applications.

C2O2 ▶ C2O2

z

Superscript / Superiors (SUPS)
Replaces all styles of figures (old style, tabular, lining) and letters with
their superior alternates, which can be used for footnotes, formulas, etc.
Superior characters are more legible than mathematically scaled characters,
have a similar stroke weight, are spaced more generously, and better
complement the rest of the text.

H2O ▶ H2O

i

Subscript / inferiors (SINF)
Replaces all styles of figures (old style, tabular, lining) and letters with their
inferior alternates, used primarily for mathematical or chemical notation.
Inferior characters are more legible than mathematically scaled characters,
have a similar stroke weight, are spaced more generously, and better
complement the rest of the text.

¡¿ab?! (H75) ▶ ¡¿AB?! (H75)

Small Caps ▶ Small Caps
All Small Caps ▶ All small

({[012-3456–789)]}
({[012-3456–789]})

fig.1
fig.2

([{012-3456–789}])
({[012-3456–789]})

-> -^ ^- ▶ -> -^ ^(r) (p) (u) (1) [2] ▶ (r) (p) (u) (1) [2]
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