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Typotheque type specimen & OpenType feature specification. Please
read before using the fonts.

OpenType font family supporting Latin based languages with their
own small caps, with extensive typographic features.

OpenType features in Gordian
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What is OpenType?
OpenType is a cross-platform font format developed by Adobe and
Microsoft. It has a potential to provide advanced typographic features such
as multilingual character sets, ligatures, small capitals, various numeral styles,
and contextual substitutions.
OpenType, as the new industry standard, supports Unicode, which
enables the fonts to contain a large number of characters. While PostScript
fonts are a technically limited to a maximum of only 256 characters,
OpenType fonts can have more than 65,000 glyphs. This means that a user
does not need to have separate fonts for Western, Central European, Baltic,
Cyrillic or Greek languages, but could have one single file which supports all
these encodings.
OpenType fonts work in all applications, however only some
applications take advantage of the advanced OpenType features. Other
applications will only use the first 256 characters.
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About the typeface
Gordian, an elegant sans-serif with very slightly modulated
strokes, is rooted in classic Roman square capitals, figures
designed to be engraved in stone. The author of the typeface,
Nikola Djurek has practiced stone carving, which is reflected in
the subtle chiseling of Gordian’s flaring stroke endings. These
traditional roots, however, combine with modern characteristics
(wider B, E, F, P and S characters, plus a complete set of lowercase
letters) to create a distinctly 21st century typeface, and there is
also a generous selection of alternative glyphs which can serve to
give the text either a more classical or more modern feel.
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About the designer
Nikola Djurek was born in Croatia, studied in Croatia, Italy and
finally in The Netherlands at postgraduate master course Type and
Media at Royal Academy of Art in The Hague, he earned his PhD
degree in the graphic and type-design field. Nikola is a partner at
Typotheque, and teaches at Art Academy - DVK, University of Split
and University of Zagreb, Faculty of Design.
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character set

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
([0123456789])
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ẄẀŸŶȲỲÝŹŽŻZÞƏÐÆǼǢŒ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz ([0123456789])
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character set
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Gordian Regular, 27pt

Gordian I (Latin: Marcus Antonius
Gordianus Sempronianus Romanus
Africanus;c. 159 – 12 April 238) was
Roman Emperor for one month
with his son Gordian II in 238, the
Year of the Six Emperors. Caught up
in a rebellion against the Emperor
Maximinus Thrax, he was defeated
by forces loyal to Maximinus before
committing suicide.
Gordian Regular, 11pt

The Gordian Knot is a legend of Phrygian
Gordium associated with Alexander the Great.
It is often used as a metaphor for an intractable
problem (disentangling an “impossible” knot)
solved easily by finding a loophole or thinking
creatively (“cutting the Gordian knot”).
The Phrygians were without a king, but
an oracle at Telmissus (the ancient capital of
Lycia) decreed that the next man to enter the
city driving an ox-cart should become their
king. A peasant farmer named Gordias drove
into town on an ox-cart and was immediately
declared king. Out of gratitude, his son Midas
dedicated the ox-cart to the Phrygian god
Sabazios (whom the Greeks identified with
Zeus) and tied it to a post with an intricate knot
of cornel bark (Cornus mas). The knot was later
described by Roman historian Quintus Curtius
Rufus as comprising “several knots all so tightly
entangled that it was impossible to see how
they were fastened.”
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The ox-cart still stood in the palace of the
former kings of Phrygia at Gordium in the fourth
century BCE when Alexander arrived, at which
point Phrygia had been reduced to a satrapy or
province of the Persian Empire. An oracle had
declared that any man who could unravel its
elaborate knots was destined to become ruler
of all of Asia. Alexander wanted to untie the
knot but struggled to do so without success. He
then reasoned that it would make no difference
how the knot was loosed, so he drew his sword
and sliced it in half with a single stroke. In
an alternative version of the story, Alexander
loosed the knot by pulling the linchpin from the
yoke.
Sources from antiquity agree that Alexander
was confronted with the challenge of the knot,
but his solution is disputed. Both Plutarch and
Arrian relate that, according to Aristobulus,[4]
Alexander pulled the knot out of its pole pin,
exposing the two ends of the cord and allowing
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Gordian includes also alternative
versions of many of its basic
characters accessible as Stylistic
Sets.
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In addition to four static
styles, NE, SE, SW and NE,
Gordian Kapitalen includes four
smart fonts with OpenType
substitutions programmed to
rotate multiple alternatives of
each glyph to create unique
word patterns.
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Gordian Knots includes also
alternative versions of capital
G and Q accessible as Stylistic
Sets.

VIA DELLA CONCILIAZIONE

VIA DEL CORSO
PIAZZA VENEZIA
CAMPO MARZIO
VIA DEI FORI IMPERIALI

BORGO
CASTRO PRETORIO
S·P·Q·R
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OVERVIEW OF SUPPORTED OPENTYPE LAYOUT FEATURES

t

Case Sensitive forms (CASE)
When function ‘change to caps’ is applied from within an application
(not when text is typed in caps) appropriate case-sensitive forms
are automatically applied. Regular brackets, parenthesis, dashes and
hyphens are replaced with their capital forms, as well as alternative set of
numerals and currency symbols matching the height of capitals.

w
e

Small Capitals & All Small Caps (SMCP & C2SC)
In Adobe applications there are two methods of applying small capitals.
The first one, Small Caps (⇧⌘H) fig. 1 replaces only lower case letters
with small caps. The second method, All Small Caps, fig. 2 replaces also
capital letters with small capitals, and replaces regular quotation marks,
exclamation points and question marks, slashes and asterisk with
lowered small caps variations, and gives access to a set of Small Caps
numerals.

012345 ▶ 012345
012345 ▶ 012345

v

Slashed Zero (ZERO)
Because in some circumstances ‘0’, can be mistaken for an ‘O’, alternative
forms of ‘slashed zero’ are available for all styles of figures

21/2 31/10 ▶ 21/2 31/10

h

Arbitrary Fractions (FRAC)
Typotheque OpenType fonts already include a number of pre-designed
fractions. Other arbitrary fractions are easily made by using the fraction
feature.

({[012-3456–789)]}
({[012-3456–789]})
([{012-3456–789}])
({[012-3456–789]})
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Tabular Lining Figures (TNUM+LNUM)
Tabular Oldstyle Figures (TNUM+ONUM)
Proportional Oldstyle Figures (PNUM_ONUM)
Proportional Lining Figures (PNUM+LNUM)
Changes figures to any selected style: Lining figures which fit better with
all-capital text, old-style figures, for use in a flow of lowercase and upper
case text, or tabular (fixed width) versions.

-> -^ ^- ▶ -> -^ ^-

I

Discretionary Ligatures (DLIG)
The discretionary ligature feature creates real arrows when you type
the combination -> (right arrow), <- (left arrow), -^ (up arrow) or ^- (down
arrow). Type numbers between parenthesis or brackets for circled
numerals. Discretionary ligatures are off by default in Adobe applications.

C2O2 ▶ C2O2

z

Superscript / Superiors (SUPS)
Replaces all styles of figures (old style, tabular, lining) and letters with
their superior alternates, which can be used for footnotes, formulas,
etc. Superior characters are more legible than mathematically scaled
characters, have a similar stroke weight, are spaced more generously, and
better complement the rest of the text.

H2O ▶ H2O

i

Subscript / inferiors (SINF)
Replaces all styles of figures (old style, tabular, lining) and letters with
their inferior alternates, used primarily for mathematical or chemical
notation. Inferior characters are more legible than mathematically scaled
characters, have a similar stroke weight, are spaced more generously, and
better complement the rest of the text.

¡¿ab?! (H75) ▶ ¡¿AB?! (H75)

Small Caps ▶ Small Caps
All Small Caps 36 ▶ All SC 36

fig.1
fig.2

(r) (p) (u) (1) [2] ▶ (r) (p) (u) (1) [2]
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